
LONGING FOR ETERNITY
Lesson 2
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-11)

Introduction

· “Only humans have this __________________________________ that there is something more, something ______________________________ of this physical world—____________________.”

· “Death seems to be the natural __________________________.”

· “All living things eventually die, but it seems more like an intrusion, a violation or ___________________________________________________.”

· “That is why heaven and eternal life in heaven that are promised _______________ ___________________________” (page 16).

I. What is Eternity?

A. “The Bible describes ________________________, and our capacity to understand eternity comes from God because we were made in ____________________________ (Genesis 1:26).

B. “Growth and reproductive cycles of plants and animals are _______________________ _________________________________________, but only humans can grasp the concept of time in terms o ______________________________________________.”

C. “Eternity [aionios] is a characteristic of ______________________________________.”

1. ______________________________________.

2. __________________________________________________.

3. ___________________________________________________________.

4. God will give eternal life to _____________________________________________.

D. “The word aionios is used to describe the blessings for those who are believers, such as the ________________________________________________________________ _______________________ and the kingdom of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:11).”

E. “It is also used to describe the ____________________________________________.”

II. A Thousand Years of a Day

A. “The skeptics claimed that since Jesus had been gone for many years, he was _______ ____________________________________________________” (2 Peter 3:1-9).

B. “In other words, time is different for God than __________________________.”

C. “This verse is 2 Peter actually comes from a passage in Psalm 90 in which the writer describes _______________________________________________________________  ______________________________________ (page 18).

III. Life That is Eternal

A. “In the Old Testament, there is more emphasis on this present life and blessings that God ______________________________________________.”

B. “Eternal life is an ________________________________ that God promises us (Titus 1:1-3; 1 John 2:25).

C. “The New Testament makes it clear that eternal life comes through ________________ _______________ (John 3:13-16, 36; 5:24; 17:1-3; 1 John 5:10-13).

D. Eternal life is a _________________ and a present possession.

E. In other words, we have eternal life _________________________.

Conclusion

· Hymns about heaven are not “expressing just wishful thinking, but rather hope—hope to live on, hope for an eternal home, _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________.”

· “Sing to Me of Heaven”

· “To Canaan Land”

· “Heaven Holds All to Me”
